The Glory and the Tabernacle

Thought for the Week:

The paradox between the immanence of God and the transcendence of God paradox is illustrated
in the mechanics of the Tabernacle. The uncontainable, inapproachable God is somehow
contained (so to speak) within and maybe approached within a physical Tabernacle on Earth.
The paradox between immanence and transcendence is also obvious in our sorry attempts to
form a Christology which would explain the divine nature of Messiah. It is a mystery no less
profound than the mystery of God taking up residence within the space of the Tabernacle. It
would seem to be an impossibility; nonetheless, He did.

Commentary:

A sudden shout rose up through the assembly and all eyes were fixed upon the mountain. The
cloud which had covered the top of the mountain these many days seemed to be descending. Yes,
it was, rolling and cascading down the mountainside like a sudden avalanche of vapor, mist and
smoke.

A panic spread through the people; a holy terror seized every heart. As if choreographed in
advance, all Israel—every man, woman and child—fell prostrate to the ground. There was a
brilliant light emanating from the cloud as it dropped from the top of Mount Sinai. The peak of
the mountain was now visible, gleaming in the sun. Without the cloud covering it, it seemed to
be a small, humble and insignificant mountain after all. The LORD had left Sinai.

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory
of the LORD filled the tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34-35)

God had taken up residence in the Tabernacle, but He was unapproachable. Even Moses, who
was accustomed to standing upon Mount Sinai and basking in the glory of the presence of the
LORD, could not enter. How is it, then, that Moses was able to withstand God’s glory on Mount
Sinali, yet was not able to enter into the Tabernacle?

When Moses ascended Sinai, he entered into the true Tabernacle, the very courts of God. Thus
the glory of God on the mountain represents the glory of God in the World to Come and the New
Covenant, whereas the glory of God in the Tabernacle is His glory in the this World and
covenant. That is the reason Moses can approach on the mountain, but was unable to do so when
the glory descends to the earth. The mountain symbolized the Heavenly reality. Thus even
Yeshua had to veil His glory (except while on the mountain of transfiguration--a parallel to
Sinai). His glory will only be fully revealed when the heavenly reality is fully realized on Earth.
In that day, God’s people will be able to approach the Glory without restriction, as John notes, “I
saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has
no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its
lamp is the Lamb.” (Revelation 21:22-23)



